


 Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
November 9, 2025  11:00 AM

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS        

RESOLUTION OF THANKS FOR SUSAN & JOHN LANEY

PRELUDE “Thanks Be To God/Largetto” Georg Friederich Handel

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                  Don Collins

We are here
in the name of Jesus Christ,
to worship the God who gave us life 
    and who sustains our every breath,
and to praise the Spirit who enlivens our hearts 
    and enlightens our minds.

Great is our God and deserves our greatest praise,
God is awesome beyond all our imagining.
Each generation shall pass on the good news to the next,
and shall publicly celebrate God’s saving actions.

*HYMN 645           “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”      
MIT FREUDEN ZART

1 Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled,
and every faithless murmur stilled:
to God all praise and glory!

2 What God’s almighty power has made
God's gracious mercy keepeth;
by morning glow or evening shade
God's watchful eye ne'er sleepeth.
Within the kingdom of God's might,
lo! all is just and all is right:
to God all praise and glory!

3 The Lord is never far away,
but, through all grief distressing,
an ever-present help and stay,
our peace and joy and blessing,
as with a mother's tender hand
God gently leads the chosen band:
to God all praise and glory!



4 Thus all my toilsome way along
I sing aloud thy praises,
that all may hear the grateful song
my voice unwearied raises.
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart;
both soul and body, take your part:
to God all praise and glory! 

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of tender mercies, we admit that sometimes we don’t know
what to do with ourselves. We anger at the slightest insult and
imagine  great  vengeance  upon  those  who wrong  us.  We  laze
about in the good news of our faith and do not consider the deep
commitment of faith. We care for ourselves but not for others.
Forgive us, we pray. Forgive us, turn us back to you,  and make
us whole. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE TO GOD'S LOVE           
                     “Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand”                        #832

Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. He's the solid rock of my life.
He's the solid rock of my life. He's the solid rock of my life.

There's no other place I can hide til the storm that rages subsides.
I'm redeemed, and all of my days, Jesus Christ will be my heart's 
praise.

Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. He's the solid rock of my life. 
He's the solid rock of my life. He's the solid rock of my life. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

A TIME FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES                
Children and youth of all ages are invited to come forward. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                                                 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 17

ANTHEM              “Be Thou My Vision”           Arr. Carlton Young
See Hymn #450: Stanzas 1, 2, & 4 for reference meditation

SECOND LESSON                                                       Luke 21:5-19

SERMON                                               Rev Dr Laurie Furr-Vancini



*HYMN 463             “How Firm a Foundation”          FOUNDATION

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   & THE LORD'S PRAYER – CELTIC VERSION

    Holy One beyond all names
    Eternal Wellspring
    May love rise again in us today
    With food for every table
    Shelter for every family
    And reverence for every life.
    Forgive us our failings in love
    And free us from all falseness
    That the light of our souls may shine
    And the strength of our spirits endure
    For Earth and all its people.
    This day, tonight, and forever. Amen.

*HYMN 315                “In the Midst of New Dimensions” 
NEW DIMENSIONS

1 In the midst of new dimensions,
in the face of changing ways,
who will lead the pilgrim peoples
wandering in their separate ways?



(Refrain)
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
we your people, ours the journey
now and ever, now and ever,
now and evermore.

2 Through the flood of starving people,
warring factions, and despair,
who will lift the olive branches?
Who will light the flame of care? (Refrain)

3 As we stand, a world divided
by our own self-seeking schemes,
grant that we, your global village,
might envision wider dreams. (Refrain)

4 We are man and we are woman,
all persuasions, old and young,
each a gift in your creation,
each a love song to be sung. (Refrain)

5 Should the threats of dire predictions
cause us to withdraw in pain,
may your blazing phoenix spirit
resurrect the church again. (Refrain) 

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Open with Prayer
Report from Congregational Nominating Committee

                Nominees for Elder: Congregational Nominating 
                  Committee recommends that Jack Allison and Natalie 
                  Daugherty be elected as Ruling Elders for a three year 
                  term beginning in January of 2026 and that Cadence 
                  Cowal be elected as Youth Elder for a one year term, ex-
                  officio beginning in January of 2026

   Nominees for Congregational Nominating Committee:  
                  Congregational Nominating Committee recommends that
                  Donna Eagle Joslin and Jack Allison be elected to serve
                  on the Congregational Nominating Committee for 2026.
                  (note: Jack Allison will serve on Congregational
                  Nominating Committee as Elder Representative)

Motions and Votes
Closing Prayer and Dismissal

POSTLUDE    “Fugue III in Eb Major (St. Anne)”   Johann S. Bach

*Please rise in body and/or spirit



CHURCH STAFF
Laurie Furr-Vancini, Transitional Pastor

Ted Stewart, Director of Music
Andrew Tripp, Church Administrator

 Leslie Sayyar and Brent Roberts, Treasurers
Barbara Escalante, Bookkeeper

Liturgist: Don Collins
Elder of the Day: Don Collins

Fellowship Time: Betty, Amanda, Joyce, Pat, Mary, & Jackie

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS If you are worshiping here for the first 
time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us. Please fill 
out a visitor information card, located on the right as you enter the 
chapel, and place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING Plates are just inside the doors to the chapel as you 
enter and exit. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence 
here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material 
gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world 
as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The 
monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all 
circumstances. A separate labeled basket is available each week to 
receive Our Daily Change offerings.

STEWARDSHIP Stewardship forms are due next week, November
16. Please consider the offering of gifts of your time, talent, and 
treasure that makes Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church's work 
vibrant and future oriented. 

COMMUNITY JOYS AND CONCERNS: If you would like to 
add or update a prayer request, please contact the church office.

We celebrate:  Jackie Wintle has been inducted into The Order of 
the Duck, a cherished tradition at Givens Highland Farms, honoring 
residents who have reached milestone birthdays. 

We remember in prayer: The family of Margaret Woods, 
Andrew Tripp's aunt who died October 31 ⸰ Mary Wheeler 
healing from surgery after a fall ⸰ Blake Joslin and Donna Eagle 
Joslin as Blake recovers from back surgery 

TRIBUTE OF THANKS CONCERT BY FRIENDS OF STEVE 
WILLIAMS Today at 3:30 friends pianist Dewitt Tipton, violinist 
Rebecca Hettrick, and pianist Benjamin Blozan will perform to 
honor and thank a century of great Music Directors at Warren 
Wilson Presbyterian Church. 



SVCM COLLECTION The Community Engagement Ministry of 
WWPC has been made aware of a shortage of items that cannot be 
purchased with SNAP/food stamps that are needed at SVCM. 
Through November we are collecting toilet paper, laundry soap, 
paper towels, shampoo, and other general personal care items. Items 
will be collected in our Narthex and delivered to SVCM at the end 
of November.

COMMUNITY YOGA We are hosting the Riceville Community 
Yoga that lost their usual meeting place to Helene.  This class is 
open to anyone and meets Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:00 AM in 
the downstairs youth room of the Education Building

TAI CHI/QIGONG PRACTICE CLASS Improve your balance, 
bone & muscle strength, flexibility, posture, range of motion, 
breathing fitness, concentration, and stress level using gentle, fluid, 
easy-to-follow stretching and exercise. Mondays, 2:30 PM, in the 
WWPC Lower Fellowship Hall, Starting November 10, lead by 
Paulette Heck, pheck812@gmail.com (828)335-4631.Paulette began
taking classes and practicing Tai Chi/Qigong 15 years ago and 
began teaching 5 years ago.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION The Asheville Farm School 
Presbyterian Church was founded on November 22, 1925 and later 
became Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church and College Chapel.  
We celebrate our centennial on Sunday, November 23, the same day
as the Thanksgiving display.  As part of the celebration, these events
will be held in the Chapel: 
 ⸰  Thursday, November 13, 5:30 – “History Behind the 
Architects and Engineers of Six Associates” Heath Towson of the 
Preservation Society will speak about Charles Sappenfield, who was
the main architect of the Chapel and several other buildings on 
campus
 ⸰  Sunday, November 23, 12:00 – The Thanksgiving Farm 
Display and Centennial Celebration. Past ministers and associate 
ministers have been invited for the occasion.  Everyone is 
encouraged to bring non-perishable food item(s) to place at the foot 
of the display.  This food will be shared with the Swannanoa Valley 
Christian Ministry.  Following worship the birthday celebration will 
continue in the Ransom Fellowship Hall with a reception and a 
program called “The First 100 Years”. Please sign up in the narthex 
to bring your favorite appetizer to share.

mailto:pheck812@gmail.com


KNITTERS NEEDED Our own work crew member, Eloise, is 
hosting a knitting and crocheting event that will be held November 
24 from 4PM-6PM. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall, and will 
start making hats for the A-Hope Day Shelter. Beginners are 
welcome, but the event is geared towards people who already know 
how to do a basic knit stitch. Help will be offered to 
knitters/crocheters to find a hat pattern. The event will also be 
advertised to the students of Warren Wilson College, so come and 
join us for a day of community knitting! 

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK The church is hosting a potluck at 
2:00 on Thankgiving Day.  This is an opportunity for us to provide a
meal for those that might not be able to return to their families for 
the holiday, such as the international students.

EMPTY BOWLS The WWC Community Engagement Office is 
excited to host our 27th Annual Empty Bowls Dinner on 
Wednesday, November 19 from 6-8 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Each November, the Community Engagement Office partners with 
the WWC Ceramics Crew to raise funds for a community partner 
focused on food and/or housing justice. The annual Empty Bowls 
Dinner at WWC is an opportunity to gather with community 
members, share a meal together, and continue the conversation 
about creating equitable food and housing systems that work for all. 
Dinner will be served in hand-crafted ceramic bowls created by 
Warren Wilson students and faculty and YES, you get to take your 
bowl home! This year, all proceeds from ticket sales will benefit 
Asheville Poverty Initiative's 12 Baskets Cafe. Tickets are available 
for online purchase now at empty-bowls-event.square.site/. 


