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Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church

Musings on Ministry

by Pastor Jess Rigel

Greetings friends!

During this season of bounty and harvest, this season where
we celebrate thanks for all we have been blessed to receive £
and to share, | always struggle with history. | am a Daughter of | /.. \ PAGE 3
the American Revolution, related on my mother’s side to John
Ross, hushand of Betsy Ross, creator of the first American flag. | WWC Happenings
And while | celebrate my family’s heritage, | also recognize that s PAGE 4
this heritage, like America itself, can be complicated to claim pride in. After all, America is
a nation guilty of genocide in the name of manifest destiny, a nation that so entrenched Community/Mission
racial caste that it inspired Hitler's Nuremberg Laws, and the only nation in the world that PAGE 5
has used atomic weapons-not just once, but twice!-on civilian populations. And yet, we are
also the first country to have nationally protected parks, to empower women to vote in
national elections, and to create and promote public education and public libraries. America
is worthy of celebration, but our celebration of her must be honest.

Thanksgiving is a holiday that similarly demands such honesty. It’s incredible that our
country sets aside an entire day to practice gratitude for the land, for the fruits of the
land, for food and fellowship and family. And yet, the hypocrisy of colonizers fleeing
persecution in England, then turning around and exacting the same persecution on the
indigenous peoples already here must not be lost in our Thanksgiving traditions.
Acknowledgement is due; reparations are due, too. PAGE 13

Habitat for Humanity

Letter from Munashe
PAGE 9

Christmas Preview

PAGE 12

All Saints

What that means or looks like, I'm not sure, but what | am sure is that replaying the old
Pilgrim and Indian myth doesn’t serve anyone. What leads to true gratitude is honesty; Stewardship
honesty about where we've come from and where we’re going. So this Thanksgiving, I'm PAGE 14

praying a different kind of prayer-a prayer that recognizes that enough is abundance and
one that acknowledges that the sins of my ancestors needn’t be repeated in order for me
to live abundantly.

<continued on Page 2>
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Musings on Ministry (cont)

There’s a Hebrew song | learned in college called “Dayenu”. It’s traditionally sung at Passover,
and roughly translates to: “it would have been enough.” The verses are split into three, 5-stanza
sections, each celebrating a blessing from God. The first 5 are about God rescuing the Hebrew
people from slavery (it would have been enough); the next are about the miracles of their escape
from Egypt (it would have been enough); the final three are about the blessing of being with God
(it would have been enough). What’s clear here is not only God’s abiding presence, but the reality
that suffering doesn’t have to have the last word. Our God is a God of reconciliation, and we are
to be people that bring about that reconciliation to all of God’s good creation. While you’re
chewing on your turkey and potatoes this season, | challenge you to join me in also chewing on
what it might look like for us to start that work of reconciliation with our Native American
neighbors, both as a church and as a country. Because honest thanksgiving, true thanksgiving,
always leads to generosity, which | think we can all agree is deeply needed in our nation this
season more than ever.

Thanks be to God for challenges, and thanks be to God for grace!

With love and light,

Pastor Jess:)

WWPC Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving

Pot Luck ®inner

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING
FARM DISPLAY

November 22, 2026
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS

by Larry Griswold

EIGHT WWPC VOLUNTEERS HELPED HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
FINISH PHASE 1 OF HOUSE OF FAITH #6 CONSTRUCTION

Before the walls go up for House of Faith #6 the frames for them had to be built, and Habitat volunteers
just finished assembling 96 of them during 15 days in October. Exterior, interior, ground floor and second
floor walls, were all built for a two-bedroom, two story duplex unit on a very large table top at Habitat’s
warehouse near Biltmore Village. The work was supervised by Habitat’s Off-site Construction Supervisor,
Matt Grant, an expert teacher of basic carpentry tasks for volunteers who never have done this before.
Doing the job this way ensures that the wall frames are well-built, and volunteers for the final two days
of the project included three from our church who built interior wall frames on Oct. 23, and five who built
exterior wall frames on Oct. 24.

Work on House of Faith #6, in West Asheville’s New Heights neighborhood, will continue in November at
the site, and we have half-day (8:15 - noon) volunteer spaces available on Friday, Nov. 13. Talk to Larry
Griswold if you would like to help.

Larry Griswold, Eloise Hill, Don Collins, Alex Collins
and Derron Daugherty built exterior wall frames for
Habitat House of Faith #6 on Oct. 24. Don helped
with this project on three different days in October.

Anne and Jamie Dale and Brent Roberts helped
build interior wall frames for Habitat House
Faith #6 on Oct. 23. Construction Supervisor
Matt Grant, on the left, helped all volunteers do
this important project well and safely,

When each exterior wall frame was finished, it was rolled
Warren Wilson College Students Alex Collins outside on the mobile table in the lower left corner of this
and Eloise Hill, shown here using nail guns to photo, and loaded on a trailer truck for transportation to
attach sheathing to exterior wall frames, the house building site. Habitat Construction Supervisor
volunteered with us on Oct. 24. Each one of Matt Grant used a forklift to load the completed frames,
these frames required about 200 nails. and was assisted by Don Collins with this one.
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The Community Engagement Office at
Warren Wilson College would like to
cordially invite you to attend The 28th
Annual Empty Bowls Dinner. Let's take this
opportunity to gather with community
members, share a meal together, and
continue the conversation about creating
equitable food and housing systems that
work for all. Dinner will be served in hand-
crafted ceramic bowls created by Warren
Wilson students and faculty, and YES, you
get to take your bowl home! All proceeds
from this event will support World of
Abundance, which seeks to inspire under-
resourced people to see the abundance in
the world around them by providing
access, education, and skills to live
purpose-filled lives through their
community gardens.

Purchase Tickets at:
https://empty-bowls-event.square.site/

warrenwilsonchurch.org

Dia de los Muertos
The Latine Student Collective
along with the Spiritual Life Crew
will be having their annual Dia de
los Muertos service in the Chapel
on Monday, November 2 at 7:00

Warren Wilson

COLLEGE

Community Engagement Office

Presents...

28™ Annual
Empty Bowls Dinner

Wednesday, November 18th
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Ransom Upper Fellowship Hall

Fundraiser for

Tickets
Students: $15

General: $25

A+
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A new food drive has
begun, and we are asking

s that every time you go to
J UST ON E CAN - the store...add "Just One

Can" to donate to your
Help feed your neighbors! < < miawey neighbors in need. Bring it

Add “just ane can” to your groceries and &\ N\ = to the church on Sunday,
drop itin ther::.j;l;:rtarner in the | Y o or during the week
. ' » following your shopping
- =5 - R trip. Place it in the blue
j = . container in the entryway
e - : *  of the church.
SVCM’s Johnny Raines Christmas Cheer QRNOA L
Help Make Christmas Brighter for Your Neighbor &V’é (1((
For families facing financial hardship, Christmas can bring an added > ?4
burden. Johnny Raines Christmas Cheer gives community members the
opportunity to step in and make sure the children of the Swannanoa % ::
Valley have the joy of receiving a gift on Christmas morning. '9,& {:5
For more than 20 years, Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry has }IAN M‘$

connected sponsors with families in our community through the Christmas
Cheer program. Sponsors receive a child’s wish list and have the joy of choosing gifts that will
bring a little extra Christmas cheer.

More information available at:
https://sites.google.com/svemblackmountain.org/christmas-cheer/home?pli=1&authuser=0

Please sign up by November 6 at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdc8j2PM4XHwWs5cNEgEFCISOM zfShmmX8pxZd-
SpllPyYjw/viewform

and don’t forget Deck The Trees

Deck the Trees will be December 3, 2026 through January 1, 2027! Now in its 16th year, Deck
the Trees is an annual Christmas fundraiser for the SVCM Fuel Fund, helping neighbors in need
to keep their homes warm during winter. Since 2011, Deck the Trees has raised over $545,000
to help low-income Swannanoa Valley residents afford the cost of heating their homes. In 2025,
SVCM’s Crisis Ministry provided over $182,000 in energy assistance to 449 valley households
— a 90% increase since 2022. Since last winter, the local cost of heating oil has increased by
about 64%. Amid rising needs for energy assistance, SVCM is calling on all Friends of the Trees
to give generously to Deck the Trees this season!

Please check back in November for our 2026 Tree Trail and Tree Locations brochure.


http://warrenwilsonchurch.org/

Creation Care Alliance

% oF peot

o, Open House
Come see the new headquarters for MountainTrue
and Creation Care Alliance in the
River Arts District of Asheville.

*® Gettraining on inter-
congregational collaboration to
have a greater creation care
impact in your community with
(Alex Hdruus) John Parker of the NC Council of

» Refreshments Churchas

* Connect with other * View the Intertwined Art Exhibit
congregrations (Humanity & Nature)

®* Watch a screeningofCrown
Jewels by Outdoor
Storyteller + Adventurer

Many WWPC members and friends participated in SVCM’s Walk for You Neighbor on October 4

warrenwilsonchurch.org
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An Invitation to You from The Warren Wilson Presbyterian Ch
The Warren Wilson Church Choir invites church members and ~

friends to sing with us through the Advent/Christmas Season.

There are no auditions but do be able to carry a tune.

- Weekly Rehearsals start Wednesday, November 25, 2026, at

7:00 pm in the Choir Loft.

- Sunday warm-ups/reviews before the 11:00 Service begin at

10:15 am. in the Choir Loft.

urch Choir

Questions/need encouragement? Call/Email Ted Stewart, Music
Director or just show up on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00.

We hope you to see you then, and will have music waiting ready for you.
Ted Stewart, (816) 305-1038, stewart.smith@att.net

BENEFIT PIANO RECITAL WWPC was proud to host the Asheville Area Piano Forum
Recital in October. Here’s some pics from that event:

= i

WWC Choir in Concert
The Warren Wilson College Choir will be performing in our Sanctuary
on November 16 at 7:30

warrenwilsonchurch.org



tel:(816)%20305-1038
mailto:stewart.smith@att.net
http://warrenwilsonchurch.org/

VETERAN'S RESTORATION QUARTERS (VRQ)

by Larry Griswold

AN EASY WAY TO JOIN OUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EFFORT
THAT TAKES VERY LITTLE TIME

Can you slice a tomato? Or grill a hot dog? Or put them on a plate and hand it to a
veteran who has fallen on hard times but is now in a successful program to help him
regain his independence?

As you may know, a few members of our church have prepared and served lunch at the

Veterans Restoration Quarters on Tunnel Rd. in East Asheville, not far from our church,
once a month for about 16 years. For example, on June 26, barely two months after becoming
our Pastor, Rev. Jess helped and during worship two mornings later, she told our congregation
“This past Friday | was really blessed ... to reach out, to have my heart enlarged by serving at the
VRQ ..... it was really meaningful to get to serve the men who have served our country and to sit
down at a table and eat with them and share a meal that we had prepared.”

Each time we do this takes two hours or less, and it’s an opportunity for new people to
get involved whether it’s once a month, once a quarter, or twice a year. Two people
report at 10:30 or 11, depending on that day’s menu, for food preparation. One more
reports at 11:45 to help them serve the meal. When that is done at 12:30 our people are
welcome to have lunch there too, or take a lunch home with them.

The next three dates volunteers are needed for this are Jan. 22, Feb. 26 and March 26.
This is an easy way for you to get involved with our Church’s community engagement
activity that will take very little of your time. Ask Rev. Jess or Larry Griswold about it if
you have questions, and would like to help.

HOT DOGS AND CHILI were prepared and served by three members of our congregation at the Veterans
Restoration Quarters on Oct. 23, and any member of our congregation is invited to join this long-time
community engagement project in January.
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Not Quite Goodbye: A Love Letter to WWPC

by Munashe Matumbi

If y’all still remember, back in the Fall 2025 edition, | shared a little bit about the road that led me to
Warren Wilson. | mentioned that halfway through my college journey, | had found myself with numerous
grandparents, and that | had WWPC to thank for that. | also promised that there would come a day when |
would show my gratitude through pen and paper (my laptop keyboard, since | am typing). Believe it or
not, that day has come, and a little earlier than may be expected. 4

| am set to graduate in May 2027 with a B.S. in Environmental Science,
after which | plan to move to Georgia. | know graduation is still miles
away, but knowing myself, | knew that writing this closer to the time
would be difficult. Thus, why y’all get it early. Think of it as an early
Christmas gift from me to you!

Looking back, | would say that | have been fortunate enough to see
several chapters in the life of this church, from Pastor Steve to Pastor
Margaret, Rev. Laurie, who baptized me on July 13, 2025 (a day | hold
dear to my heart), and most recently Rev. Jess, who brings with her a
great sense of whimsy to the church. Throughout these changes, one :
thing has remained constant: the love and care that this congregation  This picture shows Mrs. Cook
has shown me. and my friends after my baptism

As | write this, | am sitting outside Witherspoon, having just had a
conversation with Dr. Mallory McDuff about some of my memories with the congregation. | think of Mr.
Rodney Lytle, the jokes we have shared during Sunday services, the baked goods he would bring over the
breaks, and how he always checked in to make sure | had everything | needed.

| also think of Mrs. Cook and Mrs. Stockdale, whose yards became more than places where | helped with
gardening. What started as simple yardwork grew into friendships, opportunities to learn more about
plants, and invitations to family activities.

Service, Service, Servicel

It was one of the four values at my Quaker high school, and as y’all know, it is also a core value here at
Warren Wilson. | have heard this word countless times, but did hearing it really teach me what it meant?
And does me being cognisant mid-sentence of the fact that | have used y’all two times now tell of how
the South has rubbed off on me? Perhaps - but | can not seem to remember when that transition
occurred.

| remember a rainy Saturday afternoon when Mr. Dale helped me learn how to drive in Asheville. Having
received my provisional learner’s license in Zimbabwe, where we drive on the opposite side of the road, |
had quite a bit of adjusting to do. A few months later, he would be surprised to learn that | had driven
seventeen hours to Vermont! Looking back at these moments, | believe that | have come to understand
service through the simple things people have done for me.

Growing up, | learned quickly that family extends beyond those related to us by blood. Our elders help
raise and guide the younger generations, and | have experienced that same spirit during my time here. My
name, Munashe, which is plastered on my email signature, means "God is with us" in Shona, and | would
say that this congregation has helped me understand that meaning in ways | did not expect.

| wish | could mention everyone by name. Please know that | am thankful for each and every one of y’all.

<continued on next page>
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Not Quite Goodbye: continued

As | prepare for my move to Georgia, | am excited about the prospects of what lies ahead, but | know
that leaving will not be easy. | came to Warren Wilson seeking an education, and somewhere along the
way, | ended up with an entire collection of grandparents. | certainly have no complaints on my end. To
my WWPC family, thank you for helping raise this Zimbabwean grandson of yours. Thank you for the
prayers, the conversations, the invitations, and the many ways in which you have made me feel at home
thousands of miles away from Zimbabwe.

Time indeed does fly, and looking back, | believe that | have made the most out of those moments
during my time here at Warren Wilson. | have had my fair shares of adventures, some planned, and others
oy | found myself in. From 52-Hour long Greyhound bus trips from
Chicago to Los Angeles, many missed flights over the school breaks,
- weekly class service trips to Root Cause Farm, Bounty and Soul, and
the Dr. John Wilson Community Garden, to navigating life in
' Philadelphia, PA and Providence, Rl post Hurricane Helene. Then
there was the time | received a stipend to go scuba diving, almost
giving my mother a panic attack when | showed her the pictures
after | got back. | would have never heard the end of it, if | had told
her beforehand. | also think of the many hikes on campus, where | got
to learn the names of just about every tree, or the time | decided to
walk 26 miles along the Blue Ridge Parkway going South simply
because | wanted to get as close as | can get to the Mt. Pisgah range
to take a photo! Or of how | started college with an intense fear of
i bears, but found myself on the BearWise crew at some point - and
* even got to ward off a bear that was charging whilst on a walk in the

Berea Compartment. | was lucky enough to have gotten pictures and
a short video during my escape, and | am laughing as | recall the 7
minute long voice note from my mom after she saw the pictures.

| could go on, but what has become evident to me is that | will forever be stubborn, and will always find
humor even in the worst of scenarios. It would be fair game to point out that these experiences have
taught me a great deal about life, but so have the people who >
have been part of them. | get ready to leave with the knowledge
that it is not always about what we do for others, what we do for
ourselves, or what others do for us, but really about the small
lessons that we get and choose to carry with us from these
experiences.

This is not quite goodbye, as | still have a few months to go.
But whenever the mountains call me back to Swannanoa, | hope
there will still be a seat for me in the chapel, Ms. Betty waving
from the chair next to the coffee hour area as | walk in, and
perhaps some baked goods waiting after a good sermon.

This is Munashe doing the
PADI Open Water certification

Love Above All,
Munashe Matumbi

Here is Munashe with his mother
in Cape Town, South Africa

PAGE 10
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EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Adult Education Class

Our Adult and Inter-generational Education Classes are going strong! The adults are studying "The Great
Search" by John Philip Newell. Each class stands alone, so you can join the class whenever you like. Class
starts at 9:16 AM until 10:15 AM.

Here are the topics for November:

Adult Classes

November 1 - Chapter 6 - Seeking Love: Jalaluddin Runi

November 8 - Chapter 7 - Seeking Wisdom: Rabindranath Tagore
November 15 - Chapter 8 - Seeking Meaning: Etty Hilledum
November 22 - Chapter 9 and Conclusion - Seeking Faith: Edwin Muir

November 29 - Intergenerational Class - Based on the book, "Bear Says Thanks", by Karma Wilson and Jane
Chapman. What better way for Bear to say thanks than over a nice big dinner? One by one, Bear's friends
show up with different platters of food to share. There's just one problem - Bear's cupboards are bare! What
is he to do? Please join us. Support our young people.

Adult Education Class book for Advent season

For the Advent season, the Adult Education class will be reading "Advent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through
Ten Objects”, by Jill J. Duffield. There is a reading for each day of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Your first
reading is for the first day of Advent, beginning November 29th. The first class in this series will be Sunday,
December 6th, 9:156-10:15. More information will be coming. You might like to go ahead and order your book.

In this daily devotional for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, Jill J. Duffield draws readers' attention to ten
ordinary objects that appear in the biblical narratives of messianic prophecy and incarnation - objects we
encounter in our own lives. Through objects such as gates, trees, cloth, light, and water, readers will find
new meaning in the biblical account of Jesus' coming. By connecting everyday objects with biblical texts,
"Advent in Plain Sight" prompts readers to see the near kingdom of heaven on earth and ponder what divine
proximity enables and asks them to do and be. Each daily devotional features a Scripture reading, prayer,
and reflection, reminding Christians that God still dwells among us, even in the most ordinary places.

The Warren Wilson Book Group

Fall is a wonderful season to read some great books! We'd love to have you join us at the November 12
meeting of the Warren Wilson Book Group in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch and get to know the
group from 12-12:30. At 12:30 Chris will lead our discussion of Beyond That, The Sea by Laura Spence-
Ash. Then in December we will be reading Heart the Lover by Lily King. All readers are welcome!

Togather

Jesus invites us to come to him and to come together to share our burdens and find rest.
You are invited to join the Togather Group, meeting the 1° & 3" Tuesday of each month at
1:30in the church parlor for a time of sharing, contemplation, and prayer. Please contact
Beth Meriwether for more information at bethmeriwether@gmail.com.

PAGE 11
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This year we will start using
silk poinsettias instead of
real ones. They will save us
money in the long run and

give consistent, low-
maintenance beauty for the
Advent season. We have
thirty-six that can be
dedicated each year in honor
or memory of your loved
ones (you just can’t take
them home after the
Christmas Eve service).
Forms will be available in the
narthex soon.

ooy

Join Us!!! We will have snacks and music!

n
Please meet in front of the church and bring cuttings ﬂ.@.ﬂ
of magnolia, holly, and pine to decorate the sanctuary. oS

 Cookies & Carols |

Thursday, December 3 at 6:30pm
Ransom Fellowship Hall

Join us after An Advent Celebration of

Sunday Service ~ Love and Food
on December 13 3R )
in the Narthex

We will have our candlelight Bring a lighiscisy
Chirstmas Eve service on (appetizeliy
December 24 at 7:00 in the
Snactuary

cookies) to share.

warrenwilsonchurch.org
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

COMMUNITY JOYS AND CONCERNS: If you would like to add or update a prayer request, please
contact the church office.

We celebrate: Toby Ives for working on the
doors in the chapel o The Handbell Choir for
so beautifully leading worship on October 18
o All from our congregation that helped with
a flurry of evernts happening in our space
the past few weeks: funerals, receptions,
potlucks, Jess’ Installation, and worship! o
Encapsulation of the Fellowship Hall/
Education Building crawlspace was
completed (see picture to the right)

We remember in prayer: The family of Jackie Cole, who passed away on October 16 o The family
of Bill Christy, former WWC President, who passed away on September 30

All Saints Day was November 1. On that day we recognized these WWPC
members and those associated with members who died in the past year by
reading their names and lighting candles for them in worship:

Dennis Ford Lytle February 22, 1956 - January 19, 2026
Dean Charles Kahl 1942 - February 14, 2026
Ernst Richard Laursen November 24, 1930 - April 10, 2026
Sylvia Carroll Revis January 31, 1937 - May 7, 2026
Marjorie Jean Haler Hettrick March 19, 1941 - June 17, 2026
Marcia Louise Muchison Magee October 16, 1949 - July 28, 2026

Ronald “Ron” William Vinson November 27, 1948 - August 6, 2026
Marian Nisbet Morrison Sinks  December 9, 1943 - September 27, 2026
William “Bill” Henry Christy March 16, 1956 - September 30, 2026
Jacqueline “Jackie” Church Cole January 28, 1936 - October 16, 2026

BIRTHDAYS 'wlfjfj{#_.

Kay Stockdale Nov 3 Virginia McKinley Nov 21 Sharon Lytle Nov 25
Patricia Hardy Nov 11 Beverly Ohler Nov 22 Sally Broughton Nov 26 m' ".!' ‘|' 1
Tommy Eller Nov 12 Jess Rigel Nov 23 Paul McDonald Nov 28 » U LLAL o

Susan Daugherty Nov 16

PAGE 13
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Warren Wilson
PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH
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October 13, 2026
Dear members and friends of Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church,

For the last six months we have enjoyed the excitement and anticipation of a new beginning to the life and
ministry of our congregation. We have heard Jessica’s vision for what Warren Wilson can be and do, and we have
shared with her our hopes and dreams for the next version of our community. We have also had the opportunity
to continue our conversations informally as we hiked in the Fairview Community Forest, went together to a
baseball game at the new Tourist park, and enjoyed a play at Flat Rock.

Now the time has come to move from anticipation to action as we plan for our Next Steps in creating the new
future for Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church. The goal of our stewardship campaign this year is to identify the
next steps we need to take individually and together to make our community all that we want it to be.

The challenge budget outlines the next steps to meet our congregation’s financial needs for 2027. It projects
commitments of $250,550, an increase of $7,800 (3.2%) from our 2026 budget. The increase reflects three basic
commitments. First, it envisions cost of living raises for our church staff as well as increases to cover the rising
costs for our existing programs. Second, it anticipates modest increases in our giving to others, both to the
broader church of which we are a part and the particular ministry partners we support. Third, it anticipates hiring
a part-time parish associate to help Jessica manage the work we plan to do together. Meeting the challenge will
require each of us to decide the next steps we can take to support Warren Wilson in 2027. You can make your
commitment on our website by scanning the QR code below or by visiting warrenwilsonchurch.org, or you may
complete the commitment form included with this letter and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church
office (101 Chapel Lane, Swannanoa, NC 28778 Attn: Receiving Treasurer).

The stewardship campaign also offers each of us an opportunity to choose the next steps that we will take
personally to support the ministry of Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church. Some of us may choose to strengthen
our spiritual nurture program. Others may commit to working with the ministry partners we support in our
community engagement budget or become involved in meeting needs of the college community. Still others may
join the choir or hand bell players, assist in worship, or help with congregational gatherings. The opportunities
abound; for Warren Wilson to become the church we want it to be, each of us needs to identify the next steps we
are willing to take.

Our new beginning gives us reason to be hopeful for a bright future. For our congregation to take its next steps
into the future, each of us has to take our individual next steps to make that future possible.

Yours in Christ,

The Stewardship Team
(Pat Hardy, Jack Allison, Vicki Collins, Pat Levi, Sharon Lytle, Ken Murchison, Jessica Rigel)

101 Chapel Lane
Swannanoa, NC 28778

Warren Wilson (8282989092
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH wwwwarrenwilsonchurch.org
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( WWPC Events at a Glance A
Dia de los Muertos Service 7:00 (Chapel) 11/2
Guest Preacher - Nathan Sell 11:00 (Chapel) 11/8
Book Group 12:00 (UFH)  11/12
WWC Choir Concert 7:30 (Chapel) 11/16
Empty Bowls Fundraiser 6:00 (UFH) 11/18
Stewardship Sunday 11:00 (Chapel) 11/22
Immigrant Justice Together 6:00 (UFH) 11/23
Thanksgiving Potluck 2:00 (UFH) 11/26
Worship 11:00 (Chapel) Sundays
Adult Education Class 9:15 (AdEd)  Sundays
Handbells 6:00 (AdEd)  Wednesdays
Church Choir 7:00 (Chapel) Wednesdays
Community Yoga 9:00 (Youth) Wed & Fri
Togather 1:30 (Parlor)  1°' & 3™ Tues

UFH - Upper Fellowship Hall
AdEd - Adult Classroom in the Education Building
LFH - Lower Fellowship Hall
Parlor - Chapel Parlor
\_ Youth - Lower Classroom in the Education Building )

Next Newsletter

The deadline for submission to the next newsletteris 11/23. That Newsletter will
tcover the Christmas season and the very beginning of 2028. Submit to
info@warrenwilsonchurch.org or (as always) any physical deliveries should come to:

101 Chapel Lane
Swannanoa, NC 28778

CHURCH CONTACTS

Church Office: 828-298-9092

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Rigel, jessica-rigel@warren-wilson.edu

Director of Music: Ted Stewart

Church Administrator: Andrew Tripp, (828) 298-9092, andrew-tripp@warren-wilson.edu
Treasurer: Leslie Sayyar, (828) 333-8867, treasurerwwpc@outlook.com

Treasurer: Brent Roberts, (919) 844-6311, brentbroberts@icloud.com

Bookkeeper: Barbara Escalante, bookkeeperwwpc@outlook.com

PAGE 15
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	Musings on Ministry (cont)
	WWPC Thanksgiving
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	HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS
	EIGHT WWPC VOLUNTEERS HELPED HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
	FINISH PHASE 1 OF HOUSE OF FAITH #6 CONSTRUCTION
	Larry Griswold, Eloise Hill, Don Collins, Alex Collins and Derron Daugherty built exterior wall frames for Habitat House of Faith #6 on Oct. 24. Don helped with this project on three different days in October.
	Anne and Jamie Dale and Brent Roberts helped build interior wall frames for Habitat House Faith #6 on Oct. 23. Construction Supervisor Matt Grant, on the left, helped all volunteers do this important project well and safely,
	When each exterior wall frame was finished, it was rolled outside on the mobile table in the lower left corner of this photo, and loaded on a trailer truck for transportation to the house building site. Habitat Construction Supervisor Matt Grant used a forklift to load the completed frames, and was assisted by Don Collins with this one.
	Warren Wilson College Students Alex Collins and Eloise Hill, shown here using nail guns to attach sheathing to exterior wall frames, volunteered with us on Oct. 24. Each one of these frames required about 200 nails.
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	Warren Wilson College Happenings
	Purchase Tickets at:
	https://empty-bowls-event.square.site/
	Dia de los Muertos
	The Latine Student Collective along with the Spiritual Life Crew will be having their annual Dia de los Muertos service in the Chapel on Monday, November 2 at 7:00
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	A new food drive has begun, and we are asking that every time you go to the store...add "Just One Can" to donate to your neighbors in need. Bring it to the church on Sunday, or during the week following your shopping trip. Place it in the blue container in the entryway of the church.

	SVCM’s Johnny Raines Christmas Cheer
	Help Make Christmas Brighter for Your Neighbor
	Please check back in November for our 2026 Tree Trail and Tree Locations brochure.

	VETERAN’S RESTORATION QUARTERS (VRQ)
	AN EASY WAY TO JOIN OUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EFFORT
	THAT TAKES VERY LITTLE TIME
	Can you slice a tomato? Or grill a hot dog? Or put them on a plate and hand it to a veteran who has fallen on hard times but is now in a successful program to help him regain his independence?
	As you may know, a few members of our church have prepared and served lunch at the Veterans Restoration Quarters on Tunnel Rd. in East Asheville, not far from our church,
	Each time we do this takes two hours or less, and it’s an opportunity for new people to get involved whether it’s once a month, once a quarter, or twice a year. Two people report at 10:30 or 11, depending on that day’s menu, for food preparation. One more reports at 11:45 to help them serve the meal. When that is done at 12:30 our people are welcome to have lunch there too, or take a lunch home with them.
	The next three dates volunteers are needed for this are Jan. 22, Feb. 26 and March 26.
	This is an easy way for you to get involved with our Church’s community engagement activity that will take very little of your time. Ask Rev. Jess or Larry Griswold about it if you have questions, and would like to help.
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	Not Quite Goodbye: A Love Letter to WWPC
	by Munashe Matumbi
	And does me being cognisant mid-sentence of the fact that l have used y’all two times now tell of how the South has rubbed off on me? Perhaps - but l can not seem to remember when that transition occurred.
	I remember a rainy Saturday afternoon when Mr. Dale helped me learn how to drive in Asheville. Having
	received my provisional learner’s license in Zimbabwe, where we drive on the opposite side of the road, I
	had quite a bit of adjusting to do. A few months later, he would be surprised to learn that I had driven
	seventeen hours to Vermont! Looking back at these moments, I believe that I have come to understand
	service through the simple things people have done for me.
	Growing up, I learned quickly that family extends beyond those related to us by blood. Our elders help
	raise and guide the younger generations, and I have experienced that same spirit during my time here. My
	name, Munashe, which is plastered on my email signature, means "God is with us" in Shona, and I would
	say that this congregation has helped me understand that meaning in ways I did not expect.
	I wish I could mention everyone by name. Please know that I am thankful for each and every one of y’all.
	<continued on next page>
	This picture shows Mrs. Cook and my friends after my baptism
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	Not Quite Goodbye: continued
	As I prepare for my move to Georgia, I am excited about the prospects of what lies ahead, but I know that leaving will not be easy. I came to Warren Wilson seeking an education, and somewhere along the way, I ended up with an entire collection of grandparents. I certainly have no complaints on my end.    To my WWPC family, thank you for helping raise this Zimbabwean grandson of yours. Thank you for the

	prayers, the conversations, the invitations, and the many ways in which you have made me feel at home
	thousands of miles away from Zimbabwe.
	Time indeed does fly, and looking back, l believe that l have made the most out of those moments during my time here at Warren Wilson. l have had my fair shares of adventures, some planned, and others
	l found myself in. From 52-Hour long Greyhound bus trips from
	Chicago to Los Angeles, many missed flights over the school breaks,
	weekly class service trips to Root Cause Farm, Bounty and Soul, and
	the Dr. John Wilson Community Garden, to navigating life in
	Philadelphia, PA and Providence, RI post Hurricane Helene. Then
	there was the time l received a stipend to go scuba diving, almost
	giving my mother a panic attack when l showed her the pictures
	after l got back. l would have never heard the end of it, if l had told
	her beforehand. l also think of the many hikes on campus, where l got
	to learn the names of just about every tree, or the time l decided to
	walk 26 miles along the Blue Ridge Parkway going South simply
	because l wanted to get as close as l can get to the Mt. Pisgah range
	to take a photo! Or of how l started college with an intense fear of
	bears, but found myself on the BearWise crew at some point - and
	even got to ward off a bear that was charging whilst on a walk in the
	Berea Compartment. l was lucky enough to have gotten pictures and
	a short video during my escape, and l am laughing as l recall the 7 minute long voice note from my mom after she saw the pictures.
	l could go on, but what has become evident to me is that l will forever be stubborn, and will always find
	humor even in the worst of scenarios. It would be fair game to point out that these experiences have
	taught me a great deal about life, but so have the people who
	have been part of them. l get ready to leave with the knowledge
	that it is not always about what we do for others, what we do for
	ourselves, or what others do for us, but really about the small
	lessons that we get and choose to carry with us from these
	experiences.
	This is not quite goodbye, as I still have a few months to go.
	But whenever the mountains call me back to Swannanoa, I hope
	there will still be a seat for me in the chapel, Ms. Betty waving
	from the chair next to the coffee hour area as l walk in, and
	perhaps some baked goods waiting after a good sermon.
	Love Above All,
	Munashe Matumbi
	This is Munashe doing the PADI Open Water certification
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	EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
	Adult Education Class
	Our Adult and Inter-generational Education Classes are going strong! The adults are studying "The Great Search" by John Philip Newell. Each class stands alone, so you can join the class whenever you like. Class starts at 9:15 AM until 10:15 AM.
	Here are the topics for November:
	November 29 - Intergenerational Class - Based on the book, "Bear Says Thanks", by Karma Wilson and Jane Chapman. What better way for Bear to say thanks than over a nice big dinner? One by one, Bear's friends show up with different platters of food to share. There's just one problem - Bear's cupboards are bare! What is he to do? Please join us. Support our young people.

	Adult Education Class book for Advent season
	For the Advent season, the Adult Education class will be reading "Advent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through Ten Objects", by Jill J. Duffield. There is a reading for each day of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Your first reading is for the first day of Advent, beginning November 29th. The first class in this series will be Sunday, December 6th, 9:15-10:15. More information will be coming. You might like to go ahead and order your book.
	In this daily devotional for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, Jill J. Duffield draws readers' attention to ten ordinary objects that appear in the biblical narratives of messianic prophecy and incarnation - objects we encounter in our own lives. Through objects such as gates, trees, cloth, light, and water, readers will find new meaning in the biblical account of Jesus' coming. By connecting everyday objects with biblical texts, "Advent in Plain Sight" prompts readers to see the near kingdom of heaven on earth and ponder what divine proximity enables and asks them to do and be. Each daily devotional features a Scripture reading, prayer, and reflection, reminding Christians that God still dwells among us, even in the most ordinary places.

	The Warren Wilson Book Group
	Fall is a wonderful season to read some great books! We'd love to have you join us at the November 12 meeting of the Warren Wilson Book Group in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch and get to know the group from 12-12:30. At 12:30 Chris will lead our discussion of Beyond That, The Sea by Laura Spence-Ash. Then in December we will be reading Heart the Lover by Lily King. All readers are welcome!

	Togather
	Jesus invites us to come to him and to come together to share our burdens and find rest. You are invited to join the Togather Group, meeting the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1:30 in the church parlor for a time of sharing, contemplation, and prayer.  Please contact Beth Meriwether for more information at bethmeriwether@gmail.com.
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	CHRISTMAS IS COMING
	Poinsettias
	Christmas Eve Service
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	JOYS AND CONCERNS
	Dennis Ford Lytle
	Dean Charles Kahl
	Ernst Richard Laursen
	Sylvia Carroll Revis
	Marjorie Jean Haler Hettrick
	Marcia Louise Muchison Magee
	Ronald “Ron” William Vinson
	Marian Nisbet Morrison Sinks
	William “Bill” Henry Christy
	Jacqueline “Jackie” Church Cole
	February 22, 1956 - January 19, 2026
	1942 - February 14, 2026
	November 24, 1930 - April 10, 2026
	January 31, 1937 - May 7, 2026
	March 19, 1941 - June 17, 2026
	October 16, 1949 - July 28, 2026
	November 27, 1948 - August 6, 2026
	December 9, 1943 - September 27, 2026
	March 16, 1956 - September 30, 2026
	January 28, 1936 - October 16, 2026

	BIRTHDAYS
	Kay Stockdale
	Patricia Hardy
	Tommy Eller
	Susan Daugherty
	Nov 3
	Nov 11
	Nov 12
	Nov 16
	Virginia McKinley
	Beverly Ohler
	Jess Rigel
	Nov 21
	Nov 22
	Nov 23
	Sharon Lytle
	Sally Broughton
	Paul McDonald
	Nov 25
	Nov 26
	Nov 28
	warrenwilsonchurch.org
	PAGE 13


	Next Newsletter

	CHURCH CONTACTS
	warrenwilsonchurch.org
	PAGE 15



